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plunge into ‘world music’ with sioen
In the 1980s Ghent’s music scene became internationally  

famous for — coincidentally or not — groups with an  
inter national line-up of musicians. Ghent singer-songwriter Sioen 

goes on a journey of (re)discovery, taking in the music cafés  
Damberd, Trefpunt and The Duke, where musicians  

from Ghana, Algeria and Latin-America wowed audiences  
in the 1980s. Follow Sioen through the city. 

discover the eye-catchers along the way as well!
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you can also meet
Came to Ghent in 1989 to study; 
all-round musician and theatre director
Sound: brings African dash to every 
genre

Came to Ghent in 1964 as a street 
musician; took a job as a textile  
worker but turned out to be rock star
Sound: Berber flamenco and  
Latino rock

Came to Ghent in 1984 as a political 
refugee; came to fame as the lead  
singer of ‘The Skyblasters’ 
Sound: ‘the voice of Belgian reggae’

Followed love to Ghent in 1985,  
but brought his saxophone with him
Sound: authentic futuristic ethno-jazz 

Came to Ghent in 1986 as a political 
refugee; made his name as a story-teller 
Sound: The gentle poetry of the  
savage tom-tom 

Came to Ghent as a child in 1975; 
known by his Turkish nickname,  
‘ozan’ (the poet)
Sound: Turkish troubadour  
on the River Leie

chokri ben chikha 
ostend, 1969

kamel lebbad 
algiers (algeria), 1941

edward buadee 
takwa (ghana), 1953

luiz marquez 
el oro (mexico),  

‘under a good sign’

ato kwamena  
amissah /  

patrick harley
 essikado (ghana), 1956

mustafa avsar 
özburun (turkey), 1968

pa s p o o r t  va n

Ko n I n K r I J K  
B E L G I E

sioen

Nºpaspoort

naam: 

voornaam: 

geslacht: man | vrouw

geboren in: 

 te: 

nationaliteit: 

woonplaats: 

blijven plakken in gent: 

158368

Frederik

////

Gent

Belg

Sioen

Gent

sinds
geboorte

1979

Frederik Sioen was born in Ghent. 
He inherited his musical talent 
from his father, Philip, a 
classical composer. At an early 
age he studied percussion at 
Polariteit, the dance and training 
centre. At sixteen he started 
performing and soon found fame 
with his piano style ‘percussion 
with notes’ and his voice, 
described as being ‘twice his 
age’. His song Cruisin’ was a  
hit throughout Europe and even  
in South Korea. In 2006 Sioen was  
one of the main organizers of the 
‘0110’ concerts held to promote 
tolerance. In 2007 he was invited 
by Oxfam to the township of Soweto 
in Johannesburg (South Africa)  
to work with local musicians.  
In Belgium he also works regularly 
with artists from different 
cultural backgrounds.
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